A Visual Guide
How to Make a Simple Sewing Cradle

For those of you starting out in book and album making
sometimesafew smpletoolswill makethejob go
smoother.

For punching holesinsignaturesfor sawing, asmple
sewing cradle can makethejob go quicker. | madethis
cradleout of craft plywood whichisavailableat most
craft and hobby stores.

Step 1:

Thefirst thing you needtodoismark the6” x 12"
boardfor cutting.

Mark center linesof theboard both vertically and
horizontally.

Next, measure down 3 1/4” from the edge onthe
horizontal center lineand placeamark.

Draw alinefrom each corner of the board to the mark
asshowninthe photo. Thisindicatestheareathat will
be cut away to makethe end boards.

Do thison both ends of the board.

Materials Needed:

2 pieces1/4"x4”x12" craft plywood
1piece1/4"x6"x12” craft plywood

1 piece /4" x1/2"x24" Basswood
Elmerswhitewood or craft glueor smilar

Tools Needed:

Ruler

Jgsaw

Mitre box and saw (optional)
Clamps

Pencil for marking cuttinglines
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Step 3:

Cut 4 peices of the Basswood the width of the4”
boards. Even though thedimensionsonthelabel say
theboardis4” wideyou’ Il want to double check the
measurement asit will bealittlesmaller thanindicated.
| used amitre box and saw to cut the Basswood

pieces.
Step 4:

Using your wood glue, attach apeice of the Bass-
wood to both ends of each of the 4” boards.

Youwill gluethe short sideto your board asindicated
inthe photo.

L et thegluedry before continuing. About and hour or
0.

Step 5:

Measure 1/2" infromthe point of theV” and placea
mark. Do thison oneside of both boards.

Apply glueto the Basswood strip and along the edge
of the one of the boards.

Step 2:

To makethetwo end piecesyou will first cut thelarger board
inhalf asmarked using ajig or hand saw. If using ajig saw
make sureto use afinetooth blade so the plywood doesn'’t
chip.

After you cut theboardin half, cut out the“V” shapeas
indicated by the cutting linesin the previous photo.




Step 5 cont.:

Attachtheglued 4" boardstotheend pieces. Make
sureto line up the bottom of the board with the 1/2”
mark that you made on the end board. Clampin place.

You can hang it over atableedgefor afew minuteswhile
thegluesetsup.

Glueand attach the second end board to the opposite
side. Leavetodry for about 15 minsthen repeat the
procedure with the second board.

Clamp all piecesand leavetodry over night.

Finish and Enjoy

| attached apiece of self adhesivelinen hingetapetothe
bottom ofthe cradleto help hold thesignaturein
placewnhile punching the holes. You could also useapiece
of blue painterstape or Duck tape. You'll need to replace
thisevery so oftenif you useit alot so don’t use atapethat
istoo sticky.
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